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Human scientists trounce the best AI agents on complex tasks
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AIPAPER BOOM

The number of natural-science publications — papers, preprints and other
material — that mention artificial intelligence has increased sharply over the past
15 years. The natural sciences are comprised of physical, life and Earth sciences.

= Natural sciences* == Physical sciences = Life sciences Earth sciences

Number of publications
that mention Al (thousands)

2010 2015 2020 2025

*“Totals do not tally because some publications are included in more than one sub-field.
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doi: https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-026-01199-z
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