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Can China’s Great Green Wall shape efforts to keep the world’s deserts at bay?

Nature- Vol 652- 16 April 2026
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' Three-North Shelterbelt
" Gobi and Taklamakan deserts
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Change In canopy density from 2002 to 2024
I — ——— Areas without vegetation in China
Decrease in greening Increase in greening

Kekeya, Xinjlang:
Water diversion and Horgin, Inner Mongolia:
wide shelterbelts Straw chequerboards and
reduce sand drift. Kubugl, Inner Mongolla: grazing controls curb sand.
Solar arrays create shade
for plants.

Babusha, Gansu:
Communities stabilize
dunes with sand
barriers and shrubs.
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Arba of trees M Area of trees preserved

planted from each phase

10.1 million
hectares planted

Phase1 \

(1978-85)

Phase 2
(1986-95)

Phase 3
(1996-2000)

Phase 4 6.9
(2001-10)
Phase 5 6.2
(2011-20)

5.3 million
hectares preserved
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" monocultures of trees
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