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The grant lottery: award rates at UK national funding agency fall below 20%
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DIMINISHING RETURNS

Although award rates have stayed relatively stable, application
rates have increased, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.

M Assessed M Awarded

QQ worerereeeeens Many researchers had 0 R .
more time to write grant
applications thanks to
pandemic lockdowns in
the United Kingdom.

Number of applications
(thousands)
N
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0 ‘
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Years refer to the start of the UK financial year: 2015, for example, refers to 1 April 2015-31 March 2016.
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